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A EUROPEAN NETWORK OF INLAND 
MULTIMODAL PORTS TO SERVE THE 
ECONOMY OF TERRITORIES
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MUTUALIZE AND MASSIFY LOGISTICS FLOWS AND INDUSTRIAL FREIGHT

PROMOTE INVESTMENT FR/BE/EU/INTERNATIONAL ALONG THE WATERWAY

DEVELOP A LARGE-GAUGE INLAND WATERWAY NETWORK FR, FL, WA AND EU

MODERNIZE IWT FLEET (ENERGIES/MOTORS)

LOCATE EUROPEAN DISTRIBUTION CENTERS IN FR/FL/WA

CONTRIBUTE TO REDUCING  TRANSPORT IMPACTS ON CLIMATE

DEVELOP, STORE AND DISTRIBUTE RENEWABLE ENERGIES ALONG THE WATERWAY

REDUCE ROAD CONGESTION

CONNECT TERRITORIAL INDUSTRIES TO EUROPE AND OVERSEAS

DEVELOP MULTIMODAL SOLUTIONS IWT / RAIL / ROAD

DEVELOP EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS

DEVELOP A INLAND PORTS NETWORK IN FR, FL, WA AND EU

DEVELOP GREEN FLOWS (PASSENGERS AND GOODS)

CREATE NEW LANDSCAPES AND URBAN AND RURAL CONNECTIONS
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D E V E L O P M E N T  A N D  C O H E S I O N  
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TA B L E  O F  I M PAC TS  / 
E U R O P E A N  P O L I CY

Impacts and policies by order of 

importance from highest to lowest

Along the 1100 km of the Seine-Scheldt 

network, the waterway creates new econo-

mic links between Normandy, Ile-de-France, 

Grand-Est, Hauts-de-France, Flanders and 

Wallonia, just as the Rhine and Meuse, with 

the Albert Canal contribute to the strong eco-

nomy of a large European region over hun-

dreds of kilometres.

This European and international link is an op-

portunity for all European towns close to the 

network: their trading with Europe and around 

the world will benefit from multimodal solu-

tions with a first 50 to 100 km road link then the 

combination of river, rail and maritime solu-

tions over hundreds of kilometres: the towns of 

the Seine-Scheldt network.

By creating a new gateway in Europe for the 

Southern part of the Northern Range (Le 

Havre-Rouen and Dunkirk), Seine-Scheldt 

widens the largest logistics zone in Europe 

to the south, reducing congestion in the lo-

gistical nodes built almost thirty years ago, 

reducing road transport distances and reba-

lancing import and export flows, particular-

ly in France. 

This breach in the current logistical approach 

improves the drawing power and competitive-

ness of companies, which will be stronger the 

closer they are to the waterway, as has been 

seen for 25 years along the 100 kilometres of 

the Albert Canal.

Thanks to the multifunctional character of 

the waterway and its close and continuous 

link with regions, whether they be ports, rural 

and agricultural areas, industrial sites, me-

dium-sized towns and major European conur-

bations, Seine-Scheldt will provide an answer 

to several European public policies.
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IDENTIFY PILOT
 PROJECTS 

WITH PROJECT 
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DEVELOP 
A MULTIMODAL 
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CREATE A 
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 TRANSPORT
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The saturation of the North-European logis-

tics network observed over 10 years ago and 

the need for interlinking the European river 

network led the European Union to declare 

the project a priority in April 2004. Since then, 

major European funds have been raised du-

ring TEN-T programme multiannual funding 

plans then the Connecting Europe Facility 

(CEF) to ensure it is implemented by 2030.

The connection it creates within and between 

regions, and the strategic contribution of ac-

cess to major sea ports and major conurba-

tions are at the root of many European public 

policies. Their implementation requires strong 

alliances between public and private players, 

a coordinated approach between regions to 

benefit from synergies and critical sizes to 

guarantee the success of the projects on a na-

tional, European and international level.
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The European Seine-Scheldt link, supported 
by the French, Flemish and Wallonia regions 
and Europe, is expected to be a vehicle for 
growth of the single market on a European le-
vel, an economic engine connecting Northern 
Europe to the Greater Paris Basin, improving 
the facilities and strengthening the growth of 
the Hauts-de-France region and all European 
regions along the 1100 km of the Seine-Scheldt 
large gauge network.
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